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27th March 2009


Norman and I have been thinking for a few weeks about the possibility of forming a new golf society with purely golfing priorities and following the most recent events feel the time is right to gauge what interest there may be for this. We are pleased to say that John Costigan, John Feek and Steve Legg have agreed to join us as Founder members of this new Society. Below I have set out some of our aims and objectives.

Name
At first we considered something akin to our previous society but now feel it is a fresh start and we should cut all associations. We have therefore come up with the name "Montgo Golf Society" which is fairly reflective of where we live and play.

Membership etc

This will be by invitation of the founder members only. Initially we would propose to play every two weeks probably on Fridays depending on course availability. We anticipate that the majority of members will also belong to Oliva Nova and a few to La Sella and therefore are looking at the following schedule- Oliva Nova, La Sella, Oliva Nova, Away Course and then repeat this. In due course we may revert to weekly play if there is enough interest.
We are proposing that invitees should live here for the vast majority of the year as we would prefer to keep the size of the Society on the smaller side (Max say 50) and would hope all members will play on a regular basis. Any other interested parties who do not meet these criteria could always join us as guests subject to availability. If you do have other players who you think would like to join us, please let us know and we will consider inviting them.
Fees
Until we see how the Society progresses (say 6 months) we would not charge a membership fee but a match fee to be decided. 
Handicaps

Initial handicaps would be the lowest of any held .i.e. previous society, golf club or federation

General

There will be no social members and we would not propose to have social events although any member wishing to arrange one, with the blessing of the founder members, would be welcome to do so.
No members will be permitted to have caddies on the course or be accompanied on the course by a non member.
We would expect to have one or two trophies to play for and already have one promised. We would also like to institute a Player of the Year based on playing golf.
Rules
You either run by democracy or dictatorship. Most members of a Society just want to have things organised for them and turn up to play. We therefore favour something akin to the later and would propose the following "The Society will be run by the Founders who will decide and be responsible for all decisions of how the Society is conducted. All these decisions will be made in an equitable, moral and ethical manner but all their decisions shall be final. As and when a Founder member decides to relinquish their role, they together with the other Founders will invite an existing member to fulfil the role. The Founder members will of course be happy to hear any suggestions from members and these will be dealt with on their merits.”
Administration

This area has been both a burden and bugbear to many of us who have been involved in running other societies and we are therefore looking to minimise the workload. For example all bookings must be made either at the game before the next one or by email at the latest on the Wednesday before the Friday game. There will be no telephone booking.

In regard to prizes, to save carrying a large stock of bottles, we will give vouchers for use either in the golf shop or a retail outlet.

We expect all members to assist in helping the smooth running of the Society. For example, the first group out will collate the cards at the end of play, a member will act as starter, a member will give out cards before play, a member will be asked to collect match fees. We are also considering some innovative ideas to reduce the time we spend at Society days but those will need the close co-operation of all members
 

Other

I have been looking at sponsorship which will be forthcoming to cover initially setting up the web and paying for three months prizes and admin costs.

With the number and quality of players that may join, we think we may be in a position to enter a team in the CBL next season.
 

We would like to invite you to become a member of the Montgo Golf Society and very much hope that you will accept our invitation. If you would like to do this, can you please complete the attached form and return it to me. I look forward to hearing from you.
Kind regards

Richard

PS  We have got our website up and running and you can view this by clicking this link

www.montgogolfsociety.net
