New Members
We have been pleased to welcome seven new members to the Society since our last News Update in April. They are Cazzie Millington, Brian Redfearn, Philippe Le Gars, Richard Millington John Day, Mike Farmer and Sally Burrowes, who are all in fact also members of Oliva Nova. We hope they enjoy themselves playing with the Society.

Membership
We originally envisaged having no more than fifty members but this currently stands at 69 although several of those have not played with us during the current year or have only played one game.  We decided when we formed the Society that we would not have a membership fee and whilst we still consider this the way we want to continue, we realise to some extent this in fact does not encourage some members to play with us on a regular basis whereas if we did have a fee, then they would either play more regularly or leave the Society. We believe that belonging to any club or society is about participation because without it the entity will not survive. In the circumstances therefore we are proposing to delete from the membership list at the end of this month those who have played one game or not at all with us this year which will reduce the membership to nearer the numbers that we originally envisaged. Those affected will of course always be welcome to come and play with us guests. At the end of the year we would ask all those who have played less than five games to reapply for membership by the end of January indicating that they propose to play with us on a more regular basis during 2012 or the reasons that they will not be able to meet this criteria but still wish to remain members. 
Some members have also raised the issue of trophies and the good prizes that are usually available for these events being possibly won by members who play on a very infrequent basis. From next year we are proposing that only members who have played five games with the Society at the time the trophy is played for will be eligible for prizes on that day. As most of the trophies are played for towards the end months of the year, apart from the Founders day, this should enable all those members who are non-residents to meet that requirement.
Open Forum

We held our first Open forum for members back in April and felt that it provided a good opportunity to hear the views of the members. If you have not read the details of the discussions that took place, you can view these by clicking on the following link http://montgogolfsociety.net/Documents/Members%20Forum%2022.4.11.doc
Fixtures

Norman has almost completed the fixture list for next year and we will be playing only one game each month at venues other than Oliva Nova. These will be Bonalba-4 games (where the green fee has already been agreed at 35€), Villaitana Levante-4 games, with one each at El Bosque, Alenda and one at the fairly new course of La Galiana which is north of Gandia. We will play our opening game of the year on 6th January at Villaitana Poniente course (it is more than a Par 3 course) which, for those of you who have not played it, is a very interesting test for your short game! The Player of the Year Competition for 2012 will be the average of four away fixtures and twelve at Oliva Nova as against five away fixtures this year reflecting the lower number of those next year.
Costa Blanca League

As you will all be aware, our team valiantly won their last game of the 2010/2011 season to retain Division 1 status. The new season begins in September and we wish Tony Carroll and his team every success!
Sponsorship

Members have been very good about providing prizes for our weekly competitions and in fact we have only two dates that are not sponsored between now and the end of the year. As we do not charge a membership fee, we are reliant on you assisting us in this respect and hope that if any members wish to sponsor one of those games it would be most appreciated. As previously mentioned, the fixture list for next year has been virtually finalised and when published, we hope that you will again be able to support those fixtures by way of sponsorship.
Christmas Dinner/Dance

A reminder that this event will take place at Oliva Nova on Saturday 10thDecember, so please ensure you have marked your diary! We again expect to be in a position to offer some form of subsidy but to be fair to the members that have supported the Society throughout the year by their weekly subscriptions, only those who have played a minimum of ten games with us or have sponsored an event will be entitled to it.
Handicaps

All those members who play with other societies or in Federation events are reminded that they should notify Richard if they have a reduction in their other handicaps that takes them below the one they have with Montgo.

Interestingly, on handicaps, the average for all members of our Society at the present time is 15.0 with the Ladies at 16.8 and the men at 14.7 which reflect the good standard of golf we have tried to achieve. The average when we founded the Society back in May 2009 was 16.1

Away Trip

The details for this have been finalized and it takes place from 12th to 14th September with 16 members taking part. We will be playing three rounds of golf at Las Colinas where we will also be based.
Society Shirts

We have been approached by several different companies/individuals who would like to take over the supply of our shirts. In general they tend to be a little more expensive at 20€ to €25 than the 15€ we currently pay but are a slightly better quality. However in order to get a deal with any of these new suppliers we would need to order in bulk and we would appreciate feedback from you as to whether you would be prepared to purchase a new shirt at a higher cost. The question of colour always arises and whilst the have been some derogatory comments about lime green, this has become recognised as Montgo throughout the golfing community in the Costa Blanca and we would be reluctant to now change unless there was an overwhelming desire by the membership at large.
